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Personal background
[ am a priest of the diocese of Dublin, ordained 1968. After some years in parish work, I studied at

the Pontifical Liturgy Institute of Sant Anselmo, Rome. On my return to Dublin I taught liturgy in
the Dublin diocesan seminary for 13 years. I have been a staff member of the National Centre for
Liturgy, part-time 1978-1992 and for the past 14 years, its director.

I have been national secretary for liturgy during this period, serving as secretary to the Bishops’
Commission for Liturgy, serving on the Irish Commission for Liturgy, the Advisory Committee on
Church Music and secretary of the Advisory Committee on Sacred Art and Architecture. [ am also
a member of the Dublin diocesan commissions on church art and architecture and heritage.

[ have been a Church representative on the drafting of the guidelines for Architectural Heritage
Protection for Places of Public Worship and acted as co-ordinator of working group of
representatives of the four Christian Churches involved.

I Architectural Heritage Protection

Background to the Guidelines

Through contacts with the National Heritage Council, as it was then called, the Advisory
Committee on Sacred Art and Architecture (ACSAA)' became aware of the proposed extension of
legislation to protect buildings of heritage importance. At the request of the Council, a meeting
took place on 11 October 1993 with members of its Committee C (Architecture) and members of
ACSAA. Committee C sought the views of ACSAA and a memorandum afterwards gave a full
response to several issues raised at the meeting. ACSAA stated its concern for the proper
conservation of churches and their furnishings which are of historic or artistic merit. It accepted
that there may be situations where there was a conflict between the requirements of liturgy and the
desire to conserve existing buildings of merit but stated that architecture and art must serve the
liturgy. It also pointed out that the right of the bishop to regulate the liturgical life of the diocese
should be respected.

ACSAA noted the publication in 1996 of the reports Developing a Government Policy on
Architecture by the Deapartment of Arts, Culture and the Gaeltacht and Strengthening the
Protection of the Architectural Heritage by the same department, drawn up by an inter-
departmental working group. It, therefore, investigated the possibility of a self-regulatory
structure of ecclesiastical exemption from listed building control that has been established for the
Catholic dioceses of England and Wales. However similar provisions were not available under
Irish law.

! The Advisory Committee on Sacred Art and Architecture was established in 1965 by the Episcopal
Commission for Liturgy in accordance with the recommendation of Sacrosancium Concilium, the
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, promulgated at Vatican II Council on 4 December 1963, It is the
primary advisory body of the Episcopal Conference and its Episcopal Commission for Liturgy in this area
of liturgical concerns.













































