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1. Statement of Competence

I am the projects director of Cliveden Conservation Workshop Ltd, Maidenhead,
Berkshire, UK. The firm of Cliveden Conservation comprises over 40 conservationists

with a wide range of qualifications, expertise and experience.

The company was set up in 1986 by the current managing director Trevor Proudfoot who
was previously working as a stone and decorative arts conservator for The National Trust.
The company is solely involved in the conservation and restoration of historic buildings
and structures, and concentrates on the conservation and restoration of stonework,
lime/hair plaster and decorative plaster, decorative arts which include mosaics, tiling,

wall paintings, and monuments, and statuary which includes carving of new and



conservation and repair of historic and other statuary in different mediums. The company

also acts as advisory to The National Trust on statuary.

On a personal level I have extensive experience in all aspects of both new construction
and conservation and restoration projects training as a construction planning engineer in
1970 to senior management of major construction projects since the mid 1980°s. |
completed a Construction management Programme at the University of Cape Town in
1984. My previous appointments were as Managing Director of company’s in Uganda

and Nigeria.

My experience is extensive both on new build, restoration and conservation and'1 have
worked continuously in the industry for 35 years. 1 have been with Cliveden since 2003
and am responsible for the projects management of the company’s business which has
included in-depth participation in all major projects of which mosaics have played a

significant part.

Cliveden Conservation has a particular expertise in mosaics. We have recently completed
a major conservation project at 74 St. James Street, Piccadilly which comprised the
lifting of 180 sqm of ceramic mosaics, dismantling and reconstructing in panels off site,
and relaying in the original location but on new substrate. Secondly we were consulted
and contracted to lift a very fine and detailed decorative mosaic comprising pictorial
roundels of different scenes from the chancel of the OBE chapel in the crypt of St Paul’s
cathedral, London. This comprised lifting and conserving the mosaics in panels and
preparing them for storage for later use. These very small tessera had been laid on a hard

cement base.

The philosophy of the company is to conserve and restore as appropriate and this includes
the type of mosaic works mentioned above. Our clients include English Heritage, The

National Trust, the Church Conservation Trust and Museums. We are also involved in



the long term conservation of statuary and stonework at the World Monuments site at

Aphrodisias in Turkey.

2. Scope of this Submission

On St. Coleman’s Cathedral we have been asked to advise on the lifting and relaying of
mosaics in relation to both the report made by Trevor Caley Associates and our findings

from a site survey conducted by me during which trials were conducted.
3. Opinion

I have inspected the Trevor Caley Report dated the 17" October, 2005 and confirm that |
concur with the findings of Trevor Caley. Unlike Trevor Caley Associates, however, we
have had extensive experience of lifting and relaying mosaics both with lime based
mortar bedding and cement based mortar bedding (as described for St. James Street and
St Paul’s Cathedral) as will be expanded upon below. We also insist on conducting trials
to establish the substrate under the mosaic prior to undertaking any work, as is the

accepted conservation practice, and as mentioned in the Caley Report.

The trials conducted to date comprised core drilling 50mm diameter to a depth of
approximately 100mm to ascertain tesserae, bedding and substrate thicknesses. One core
was drilled on the upper sanctuary level and one behind the altar rail level. The trial
drilling was undertaken under my direct supervision. The carrying out of such trials is

standard conservation practice before executing any works.

In the sanctuary area both the core and a hollow area of mosaics indicate that the tessera
are a uniform thickness and were glued to, rather than set in, cement bedding mortar, and
that the core had a unconnected joint (no adhesion) between 2 layers of screed. This
indicates that lifting the mosaics complete with bedding mortar and upper screed layer

will be relatively straightforward.


















